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Standing Room Only in Prattsville Town Meeting
Pratt Rock Plan Unveiled
By Michael Ryan
PRATTSVILLE - Another page is being turned
in the continuing story
of Prattsville, revealing
an historic plot twist.
Town board members,
at a meeting on Monday
night, were treated to the
unveiling of an “Initial
Concept Plan’ for the
restoration of Pratt Rock
Park.
There was Standing
Room Only as Michael
Van Valkenburgh and his
internationally acclaimed
landscape architecture
team (MVVA) made the
presentation to the council and the community.
This special night was
months in coming, holding both known and unknown promise for the
town which has united
behind the project.
No one is quite sure,
at this early stage, where
the money will come
from to pay for the
preservation of Pratt
Rock which features
stone carvings that are
inarguably one of the nation’s first Civil War monuments.
And an exact timeframe for when the transformation will be completed has not been set
but real links between
Pratt Rock, its creator
Colonel Zadock Pratt, the
Civil War and Michael
Van Valkenburgh are
seemingly surreal.
Colonel Zadock Pratt
is the founder of modern
Prattsville and an intrinsic piece of Americana.
His son, George Pratt,
was killed during the Civil
War, serving with Union
Army forces.
George Pratt lay
wounded at the Second
Battle of Bull Run before
being tugged from the
battlefield by James Van
Valkenburgh.
James Van Valkenburgh was a native son
of the town of Lexington,
the next town over from
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Prattsville, and shares ancestry with Michael Van
Valkenburgh, a connection unbeknownst to Carolyn Bennett until now.
Bennett is one of the
driving forces behind the
Pratt Rock Park restoration committee and the
director of the Pratt Museum.
Some time ago, on a
wing and a prayer, Bennett reached out to
Michael Van Valkenburgh,
aware only that he had
some type of childhood
link to Lexington and that
he was a world-renowned
landscape architect.
Bennett was hoping
her Pratt Rock prayers
might be answered. “I
had this crazy dream, this
crazy idea that he was
originally from Lexington
and a famous landscaper
and maybe he would
want to get involved,”
she says.
“I sent him an email.
He wrote back, telling
me he knows Pratt Rock
like the back of his hand.
It turns out he used to
walk and play at Pratt
Rock and credits it as an
early influence on his
life’s work,” Bennett says.
“Is that fate or what?
And all that was before I
found out Michael is a
direct descendant of
James Van Valkenburgh
and the whole connection
to Zadock Pratt and his
son,” Bennett says. “This
is MichaeI’s destiny.”
Michael Van Valkenburgh doesn’t necessarily
disagree. He weaved an
emotional tale of youthful
memories of Pratt Rock
as he laid out the stillemerging vision of its future to the council and
the community.
He was joined by
Grace Pelletier, the MVVA
project manager, and
MVVA associate principal
Jason Siebenmorgen, detailing the “Initial Concept Plan” for what will
be the new - and old -

Portrait of Colonel Zadock
Pratt, founder of the
town of Prattsville and
creator of Pratt Rock,
known as the Mount
Rushmore of the East.

Pratt Rock Park.
A boots-on-the-ground
study has been made of
current conditions of the
trail leading to the stone
carvings, at the peak of
Pratt Rock Park, and for
conservation of those
19th Century carvings.
Renovations
are
planned for the trail, incorporating handrails and
benches en-route to the
top where one of the
most breath-taking views
of the Schoharie Valley
awaits climbers, the same
as in Zadock Pratt’s era.
Access to, and parking
at, Pratt Rock Park will
be addressed along with
the development of a
planting strategy and
long-term maintenance
program, merging older
growth trees with new
trees, a recurring theme.
“We feel very pleased
to be working on this
project,” said Michael Van
Valkenburgh whose resume contains worldwide, high-end clientele.
“When I heard from
Carolyn, there wasn’t a
second’s hesitation. I
knew we’d be getting rich
off this project,” Van
Valkenburgh said, drawing a hearty laugh from
government leaders and
residents.
“In all seriousness, I
wouldn’t miss working
on this for anything. Pratt

Pratt Rock Park preliminary restoration plan was unveiled to the community
at a Prattsville town board meeting, earlier this week. Among those on hand for
the presentation were (left to right) town supervisor Kristin Tompkins, Pratt
Museum director Carolyn Bennett and Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates
(MVVA) landscape architecture team members Michael Van Valkenburgh, Jason
Siebenmorgen and Grace Pelletier.

Rock is very memorable
for me. It is a truly unique
place,” Van Valkenburgh
said.
“One of the things I
like to do in my life is
not think I am in the present. When I visit Pratt
Rock, it is noticeable
there are no power lines.
It really feels like that
place, and I, could be
back in time.
“In my travels I have
found that people are
more and more hungry
for places that are free
of lines and signs and…
stuff,” Van Valkenburgh
said.
“People want that experience. In that respect,
Pratt Rock is a little gem
and it is great, in a way,
that it is not known by
everybody.
“If you are on the trail
and there are three couples walking it is like a
traffic jam which is
great,” Van Valkenburgh
said, smiling. “But there
is more to it.
“Today, I went to what
I thought was the only
cemetery in town. I found
out there are more, but
what is still true, what I

can say for certain, is
that three-quarters of my
relatives are buried in
cemeteries here.
“Standing in that cemetery, I had a deep sense
of wanting to bring that
feeling forward to this
project. I went there in
my childhood. One of my
favorite grandfathers is
buried there,” Van Valkenburgh said.
“People are wanting to
make changes at Pratt
Rock which is fine. Yes,
it needs your help, but
it’s important, when we’re
done, that it feels like the
past, not something updated in the second
decade of the 21st Century.
“Visiting the cemetery,
I got a sense that people
respect cemeteries because they are things that
belong not just to ourselves but to generations,” Van Valkenburgh
said.
“I got the sense that
we should try to see Pratt
Rock through that same
lens, that it belongs to
the stream of Prattsville
history.
“Pratt Rock Park is not
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like a house. A landscape
is something alive. I want
to preserve that sense,
there, of not being in the
present…that I, or you,
are with our grandparents
and great grandparents.
“When we are done
with this project, and
years have gone by, Pratt
Rock should feel like it
did back when it was created. If that can happen,
that will be enough,” Van
Valkenburgh said.
Copies of the “Initial
Concept Plan” will be
made available to the
Pratt Park Restoration
committee, evolving over
the ensuing months.
“First, we need to complete the conceptual
plan,” Bennett says.
“Then we will go to
every federal, state and
local agency we can, as
well as private donors,
searching for funding,”
Bennett says. It is hoped
Van Valkenburgh’s international networking can
assist in that effort.
The town has earmarked $37,700 to get
the ball rolling and town
supervisor Kristin TompContinued on page C3

